500 Word “Process of Research” Paper


It is important to remember that a process paper is not an essay. The process paper is not a summary about your topic. A process paper is the historical research method that you used to research your topic.  Your paper should be 12 point font, Times New Roman with one inch margins.  It must be between 300-500 words (one to 1½ pages).
Suggestion Paragraph 1:


First line should grab the judge’s attention!  Use an interesting quote, statement, or question.  Tell briefly why you chose your topic (interest) that led you to research a certain question or statement on your topic.  Tell why your topic is significant in history and important today.  Strongly and specifically relate your topic to the theme.

Suggestion Paragraph 2:


The second paragraph should address briefly where you began your general secondary source information.  Such as: high quality websites, university libraries, experts or expert opinion, and books by experts on your topic, etc. (Quality websites: www.britannica.com  www.si.edu  www.californiahistoricalsociety.org  bancroft.berkeley.edu  loc.gov   nara.gov  www.pbs.org )  (No Wikipedia or YouTube.)   (Caution using any .com  Some such as the History Channel are quality but some are not.)  Also remember that you didn’t gain any research via the “Internet.”  That is like saying you gained your research via an automobile.  The Internet is a means of visiting virtually vs physically.  You can visit your local library physically via an automobile or virtually via the Internet website.


Suggestion Paragraph 3:

Briefly state how and where the student(s) found their best, major, or highest quality primary sources. The primary sources should come from at least two points of view.  The best primary sources should come from: personal eyewitnesses (phone or e-mail ok), site visits, highest of quality websites, documents, etc.


Suggestion Paragraph 4:

Briefly how you examined each source and analyzed what each meant from all points of view.  How you then examined the pros/cons, compare/contrasting issues that surround your topic.  Then state how from your analysis you came to your conclusion about your topic.  (Briefly state your conclusion.)  Then state that you decided that your (state your category) best presented your interpretation of the evidence and your conclusion.  


Suggestion Paragraph 5:

The last paragraph should again grab the judge’s attention.  You must in the last paragraph connect the theme to your topic and why your topic is significant today.
